
Japanese III 
Readiness Profile & Course Expectations 
 
Prerequisites: “C” or better in Japanese II  
 
   
 
Course General Description: 
 
This course is the first intermediate level in Japanese. This course is conducted mainly in Japanese and 
continues progress in building vocabulary, learning advanced grammar aspects using the skills of listening, 
speaking, reading and composition.  Students will learn approximately 100 additional ideograms in Kanji.  
Units of study include history, literature, and other aspects of Japanese culture.   
 
 
Student background: 
 
Students entering Japanese III should be able to do the following things: 
 

• Conversation themes:  one’s birthplace/nationality/languages spoken, sickness/injury, ordering food 
at restaurants, buying clothes, describing weather 

• Vocabulary themes: languages, nationalities, parts of the body, clothes, foods, weather 
• Structure: suggestions, invitations, location of animate vs. inanimate objects, past tense adjectives, 

verbs conjugation(masu-form, nai-form, dictionary form, te-form), informal speech, counting 
various objects, all particles 

• Read and write all Hiragana and Katakana characters including those with ‘ten ten’ and ‘maru’; and 
those with small ‘ya,’ ‘yu’ and ‘yo.’ 

• Provide readings, English meanings and stroke order for 100 basic Kanji characters. 
• Composition: prepare a text of 10-15 sentences using a broadening rage of vocabulary, grammar 

forms and Kanji. 
 
 

Examples: 
Questions students should be able to answer when entering Japanese III/IV: 
 

1. Write the dictionary form, ��form, and�form 
of the following verbs. 
        1) ���� 
        2) ����� 
   3) ������� 
 

2. Write a paragraph about your summer in the past 
tense.  Explain where you went, what you did. 
Include: adjectives, possessive adjectives, 
transition words, and expressions of emotions. 

3.  Translate the following sentences. 
 ��������������������������
��������������������������
��������������������������
������ 

4. Oral Communication: 
-Speak about extracurricular activities in the 
present tense. 
-Speak about activities that you did in the past and 
that you will do in the future. 

 
Course Content: 
 



In this level students will learn Intermediate Language Skills such as: 
 

• Grammar: ta-form verbs, potential verbs, volitional form, using sentences to qualify nouns, informal 
speech, experience of doing something, should to something, might do something, must do 
something, try to do something, ‘a lot’ vs. ‘only, a little,’ do one activity while doing another 

• Vocabulary topics: study abroad, host family, Japanese houses, giving and receiving favors, part-
time job, holidays 

• Reading Comprehension: Students will be able to read Japanese folk tales.   
• Written composition: Students will be able to write paragraphs with 80 % accuracy. They will also 

begin to write short essays in Japanese (600-800 characters). 
• Oral communication: Students will be able to understand the instruction of this class in Japanese. 

Teacher use of the target language will be 80-100% towards the end of this course. Students will be 
able to express orally  with 80% accuracy  commands, instructions, emotions, will, desires, events in 
the past, including description of people and actions, anticipate future events and possibilities.  

 
Examples:  
Questions students should be able to answer upon completion of Japanese III/IV. 
 
1. Of the following choices, which one 
expresses that you can swim? 
        1) ������ 
        2) ������ 
        3) ���� 
        4) ���� 

2. Write the reading of the following Kanji.  
       1) ��� 
       2) �� 
       3) ��� 
       4) ��� 
 

3. Translate the following sentences: 
����������������������
����������������������
����������������������
����������������������
����������������������
����� 

4. Respond to questions such as: 
 
1) ���������������� 
2) ���������������������
�� 
3) ���������������� 

 
Workload expectations: 

• Students are expected to spend at least an average of   one hour outside the class on homework and 
review of notes and book content for each class period. 

• Students are expected to participate actively in class and contribute to the group. 
• Students are expected to work efficiently in individual, pair and group work. 
• Students are expected to write a report once a month on various topics. 

 
 
Assessment: 
Assessment on this course measures what students know and are able to do (competence and performance). 
Students’ progress in listening, speaking, reading and writing are based on: 
 
Tests and Quizzes 40% 
Homework 15% 
Projects and written compositions 20% 
Oral participation/ class participation 15% 
Final 10% 
 



Grade Scale: 
 A+      98% - 100% A 92% - 97% A- 90% - 91% 
 B+ 88% - 89% B 82% - 87% B- 80% - 81% 
 C+ 78% - 79% C 72% - 77% C- 70% - 71% 
 D+ 68% - 69% D 62% - 67% D- 60% - 61% 
     F 0% - 59% 
 
 


	 A+      98% - 100% A 92% - 97% A- 90% - 91%
	 B+ 88% - 89% B 82% - 87% B- 80% - 81%
	 C+ 78% - 79% C 72% - 77% C- 70% - 71%
	 D+ 68% - 69% D 62% - 67% D- 60% - 61%
	     F 0% - 59%

